
BID Board Meeting

Location: BID Office, Unit 4, The Old Fire Station
Time/Date – 6.00 pm, Tuesday 10th December 2024

Attendees: Paul Hodgson PH, Jenny Fazackerley JF, Kay Kane KK, Jonny Williams JW,
Sandra Collings SC, Melanie Corrie MC, Neil Hodgson NH, Ashley Holroyd AH, John
Edwards JE and Simon Broadley SB.

1. Apologies: Jo Grainger JG, Caleb Staples CS, Jackie Maguire JM, Garry Date GD, Allan
Kerr AK and Emily Baines EB.

2. Review of minutes from last meeting – as the minutes had only recently been sent out they
will be reviewed at the January meeting.

Confirmation of the result of an email vote for an event grant for NWMA. Majority of directors
voted in favour therefore grant has been awarded.

3. Office break in – PH discovered last Sunday morning that the office had been broken into
overnight. He called the police who attended within 10 minutes and they spent most of the
day there investigating. The landlord attended quickly and fixed the door where the burglars
had broken through to gain access to the office. Items taken were a projector, radios, keys for
the EV, speakers, toys and chocolates donated for Christmas events and £200 charity money
collected at the Dalton Christmas lights switch on. The perpetrators also broke filing cabinets
and other locks. It was agreed that it did not make economic sense to claim via our
insurance.

4. Christmas Event Updates:
● Christmas Unwrapped – the event was well attended and lots of photos of the

illuminated parcel were posted on Facebook. There was an increase of footfall in the
town centre compared to a normal day.

● Shop Barrow Day – free parking in town centre and extreme bike stunt show. Local
businesses reported that it had been a good day of trading.

● Dalton Christmas Light Switch On – Furness Building Society sponsored the event.
It was extremely well attended. The Council had predicted about 2000 attending, but it
was estimated 10,000 attended. The Council have expressed an interest in the BID
running this event again next year.

● Santa Express – Saturday’s event had to be cancelled due to Storm Darragh.
Sunday was very busy with long queues all day. The land train company offered its
use as an extra day on Monday. This proved popular with quite a few attending with
groups of children. The only issue was removing the vinlys from the train afterwards.
This should have only taken about half an hour but took over 3 hours with many
outsiders helping and some paint came off, which may result in a repair bill. The issue
has been raised with the supplier, who has provided these vinyls previously and knows
the requirements however no response has yet been received.

● Christmas Market – this Saturday. Well over 30 stalls have been booked.



● Stamp Card Trail – there won’t be an ice rink due to limited space, but instead Taylors
are providing a ferris wheel plus other rides for a winter fair, which will hopefully open
on the Friday night.

● Free Tree Scheme – 140 trees distributed and it was a very popular scheme.
● 2025 plans:

▪ Re-book Santa Express for 6/7th December 2025
▪ Christmas Market 13th December 2025
▪ Stamp card trail 20th December 2025
All of these were agreed.

● 2025 Festive Lighting Extension – any extension has to be agreed with the Town
Council. There have been a lot of failures this year due to bad weather and several
cross street lights need replacing. It was discussed that it might be better to have
more wrap around lamp post lights as they have a lower failure rate and are cheaper
to install. There are several gaps in the town centre without any festive lights e.g.
Cavendish Street, Dalkeith Street and Abbey Road/Ramsden Square to Tesco
roundabout. The Board decided that their preference would be to fill in missing gaps
next year due to the expense of repairs. They also favoured having another
illuminated ground feature i.e. a parcel or bauble to possibly install at the pocket park.

● Brilliant Barrow Weekend 2025 – BAE want the BID to submit a funding application
for an event on 16/17th August 2025. This would tie in with the Soapbox Event.
Everyone agreed to this.

5. Barrow Buzz Awards (JW) – JW had produced a sheet of recommendations for future
improvements and he has asked the Directors to provide their suggestions. SB raised
concerns that there is a suggested Environmental Sustainability Award, but this clashed with
the proposal to have paper voting. It was discussed that there are ways around this i.e.
printing on recycled paper/recycling the voting papers afterwards.

6. AOB – BID calendars are to be distributed free to town centre levy paying businesses.
Remaining calendars are to be offered for sale.

Date for next meeting: Tuesday 14th January 2025, 6.00 pm @ BID Office


